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HIGHER EDUCATION AS A TOOL OF PEACEBUILDING AND
DECOLONIZATION: UKRAINIAN CASE AND GLOBAL
PERSPECTIVE

BHIIJA OCBITA AK IHCTPYMEHT MUPOBY/[IBHHUI|TBA:
YKPAIHCbKHUU IIPUKJIA/] TA I7IOBAJIBHA 1IEPIIEKTHBA

Urgency of the research. The
current postcolonial situation of
Ukraine demonstrates the unexposed
potential of higher education at the
processes of society development on
the principles of peace and cultural

development.
Target  setting. Authors
understand  that  peace-building

through higher education could be
actualized now only by realization of
tolerance and pacification principles
at social practice, but also by
development of students’ critical
thinking level as a propaganda
prevention tool. Ukrainian higher
education should help student to
interpret  cultural and political
situation at contemporary global
world at the context of learning of the
basic courses (Political Studies,
History, etc.). The authors want to
share their academic achievements
globally  understanding  current
Ukrainian conflict situation as a
heuristic case for the researches at the
field of educational peace-building
and de-colonization.

D. Svyrydenko, C. Zou, W. Gao

AxmyaavHicms docnio-
sceHHa. CyuacHa nocmkoAOHIaNbHA
cumyauyisa 8 YxpaiHi OdemoHcmpye
HegUKopuCMaHull nomeHyian uwol
oceimu 8 npouecax po3sUMKY
cycninbemea Ha 3acadax mupy i
KYAbIMYPHO20 PO3BUMKY.

ITocmanoexka  npoo6.aemu.
Asmopu euxodamv 3 1dei, wo
MupobydisHuumeo  uepes  euwly
oceimy modxce bymu axmyanizosaHa
wasxom — peaai3ayii  nNpuHyunie
moaepaHmHocmi ma NPUMUpPEeHHS 8
coulanvHill npakmuui, a MaxKoxic
WASIXOM PO3BUMKY PIBHA KPUmuu-
HO20 MucneHHst cmydeHmi8 Sk
3acoby npomudii 8naugy nponaza-
Ju. YxpaiHcbka euwa oceima
nosuHHa donomazamu cmyodeHmosi
iHmepnpemysamu KYAbmypHO-
NoATMuUYHY cumyayio 8 cydacHomy
2no0banvbHOMy c8Imi 8 KOHMmekxkcmi

8UBUEHHSA OCHOBHUX Kypcis
(noaimonoeii, icmopii  mouwo).
Asmopu xouymbv nodiaumucs ceoimu
HayKosumu docsicHeHHAMU 8

PO3YMIHHI NOMOUHOI KOHPATKIMHOL
cumyauii 8 Yxpaiui, axa cmaHosumbv

coboro  uikasuil  eunadox 04
docaidxcerv Yy cgepi 0c8ImMHLO020
MupobyodisHuymaea ma
dexoouizauii.
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Actual scientific researches
and issues analysis. There are
some  researches that  discuss
contemporary cultural situation in
Ukraine and role of higher education
in one’s problems solving (O. Bazaluk,
O. Kyvliuk, L. Savenkova, D.Svyry-
denko, etc.). The second block of
publications contains the inter-
national experience of educational
peace-building and de-colonization
(H. Behr, Z.Bekerman, H. Danesh,
L. Geerlings, J.Lavia, S. Mettler,
C. Monaghan, A. Oleksiyenko,
L. Strongman, etc.).

The research objective.
Ukrainian social and cultural space is
in a state determined by the
challenges of military  hybrid
aggression in recent years. The
authors will try to outline the
“agenda”, the vectors for
modernization of higher education in
Ukraine when one tries to be a factor
in minimizing and preventing
military conflicts, as well as one of the
effective instruments of decolonization

policy.

The statement of basic
material. The conceptualization of
the possibilities of Ukrainian higher
education as an instrument of peace-
building is proposed to be based on a
multidimensional approach that has to
combine the approaches of modern
philosophy of education, educational
policy, cultural studies, history, law
and political science fruitfully. The
experience of educational peace-
building is an entire powerful area at
modern war and peace studies, and
the educational practices of peace-
building offered by the other countries’
(Israeli, etc.) education system are
valuable to a number of societies
included in conflicts. As one of the
mentioned educational practices of

AHaai3 ocmaHHix 0ocAio-
JiceHb 1 ny6./1mamu. Icnye psod
docaidxceHb, skl 062060p;0}0mb
CYuacHy KyAbMYypHy cumyauyiro 8
Yxpaini ma poav suwoi ocsimu y
BUPIWEHHI ICHYMOUUX Y Hill npobaem
(O. bazaayx, O. Kueawx, JI. CaseH-
xoea, JI.Ceupudenko ma iH.).
Jpyeuil 620k nybaikayill micmumop
MiHCHapoOHull  00c8i0 0C8IMHBLO20
MupobydisHuuymea ma 0exkon0HI3auil
(X. bep, 3.Bexepman, I.J/lanew,
JI. I'epainec, Jixc. Jlasia, C. Memm-
aep, C.MoHaeaHn, A. OaexcieHko,
JI. CmpoHemeH ma iH.).

INocmanosexka 3a80aHHA.
Yxpaincvkuii coulanvHuil ma
KyaAbmypHuil npocmip nepebysae Yy
cmai, demepmiHO8aHOMY
suxaukamu 2ibpudHoi aepecii 8
OCMAaHHI1 POKU. Asmopu
Hamaz2armusca okpecaumu “nopsidox
denHuil”, 8exmopu moOepHizauii
suwoi oceimu 8 Yxkpaiui, po3ymirouu
i1 sK 4YuHHUK MIHIMI3aull ma
3anobi2aHHs 81liCbKO8UX
KOH@PAIKMIB, a maxoxc o00uH 13
edpexmueHuxX IHCMpYymeHmis
noaimuxu 0exo10HI3auii.

Buxaad OCHOBHOZ20
mamepiany. 3anponoHosaHo
KOoHUenmyanaiaauiro moxcausocmetl
YKpPaiHCbKol  suwoi  ocsimu K
iHcmpymeHmy mMupobyodisHUYmM8ea Ha
OoCcHO8l OazamosumipHo20 nidxody,
AKUll NOBUHEH NAI0HO noedHysamu
nioxodu cyuacHoi ¢inocogii oceimu,
0C8IMHBOI NnoAlMuKU, KYAbMYpPO-
noeail, icmopii, npasa ma
noaimoaoeii. Jloceid  0c8imHb020
MupobydisHuumea - ue uiaulil
nomyxcHuil  npocmip  CYUACHUX
docaidxceHd 8IlHU T MUPY, A OCBIMHI
npakmuxku mupomeopvocmi, uwo
NPONOHYHMbCA 3aKOpOOHHUMU
(i3painbebkor0 ma iH.) cucmemoro
oceimu, € UIHHUMU O0A1 HU3KU
cycninbems, Yy axkux ei0oysaromuvcs
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Israeli education, that could have been
implemented in the Ukrainian conflict
and, hopefully post-conflict reality
(schools of peace, education camps for
peace, etc.).

Conclusions. In order to open
the higher education’s peace-building
and de-colonizing potential, it is
expedient to analyze international
and domestic normative acts on issues
of peace-building. It is necessary to
generalize the experience of domestic
and foreign scientists on the issues of
conflict cessation and reconciliation in
society. At the same time, the
construction of an educational model
aimed at realizing the ideas of peace
and overcoming the  colonial
syndrome, should be based on the fact
that the hybrid war in Ukraine does
not have direct analogues. It is
advisable to develop a model program
for peace-building for students of all
specialties. Taking into account
international experience (schools of
peace, education camps for peace,
etc.), there is a need for the
introduction of a special training
course on the foundations of peace-

building in universities.
Keywords: peace-building,
postcolinialism, Ukrainian  higher

education, military conflict, school of
peace.

KoHalkmu. B sxocmi o0Hiei 3
maxux 0CBIMHIX npakmuk
i3painveviol ocgimu, Aki moz2au O
bymu peanizo8aHi 8 YKPATHCLKOMY
KoH@ATkmi 1 CcnoodiBaemMoch,
nocmkou@aikmiit  peanvHocmi €
wxoau Mupy, oceimui mabopu 04
MUDPY MOWo.

Buchosexu. /las moezo, wob
8i0kpumu mupomaeopuuil nomeHyian
suwjol ocelmu ma il nomeHylan
dexos0Mizauii, OOULAbHO NPOAHAANI-
3ysamu MIXCHApPOOHI MAa 8IMUU3HAHI
HOpMAmMueHi akmu 3 NUMaHb
MupobydisHuymaea. HeobxioHo
y3azanbHumu 00ce8i0 BIMUU3HAHUX
ma 3apybidcHUX 8YeHUX 3 NUMAHb
NPUNUHEHHA KOHEPAIKMY ma npu-
MupenHs 8 cycniabemei. BodHouac,
nobydosa 0C8IMHbBOL Mmodent,
CcnNpsAMOBaHoOl Ha peanizayio 1ideil
MUPY Ma N000AAHHA KOAOHIANAbHOZ20
CUHOpOMY, MA€ TPYHMYysamucs Ha
momy, wo 2ibpudHa siiiHa 8 Yxkpaii
He Mae npamux amanozis. bajcauo
po3pobumu munosy npospamy 3
MupobydisHuymea 0aa cmydeHmis
ycix cneuiaavHocmell. Bepyuu 0o
ysaau mixcHapooHuil doceid (wkxoau
Mupy, oceimHi mabopu 0as Mupy

mouwo), icCHYE€ nompeba y
3anposaodiceHHi cneylanbHo20
HABYANbHO20 KYpCY 3 NUMAaHd
dopmysaHHa mupy 8 YHigepcu-
memax.

Kaouoeai caosa:
MupobydisHUuUmMaO, nocmxono-

Hiaai3m, YKpaiHcbka euwa oceima,
811icbK08UIlL KOHPATKM, WKOAA MUDY.

Urgency of the research. The rhizome of hybrid war spread into
all the spheres of social life including the humanitarian one. According to
the statements of UNESCO Constitution, “Since wars begin in the minds
of men, it is in the minds of men that the defenses of peace must be

constructed”. The current

postcolonial

situation of Ukraine

demonstrates the unexposed potential of higher education at the
processes of society development on the principles of peace. National
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Pedagogical Dragomanov University is an organizer of the annual
conference “Challenges of Postcolonialism: Philosophy. Religion.
Education” which is a platform for discussion of postcolonialism issues
among the representatives of social sciences and humanities. It is
challenging for Ukrainian and international discourses of philosophy,
history, religion, political and education studies to analyze the problem
of “dismantlement” of postcolonial (post-totalitarian) world-view
orientations and styles of thinking as well as anthropological
phenomenon Homo Soveticus using the heuristic potential of education
and religion. As a participants of the Fifth Conference (May, 2019),
author decided to apply the article with common vision of the higher
education possibilities to become an effective instrument for realization
of peace-building and de-colonization strategies. Taking into account,
that Conference is aimed the discussion of theoretical and practical
issues of overcoming of postcolonial challenges, authors want to share
the specific features of project-based research in this field.

Target settings. National Pedagogical Dragomanov delivers the
project “Ukrainian Higher Education as an Instrument of Peace-building
Strategy” (2019-2021, financed by Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine, project manager — Denys Svyrydenko). The project aims to
formulate the theoretical statements as well as step-by-step plane
(roadmap) for implementation of new peace-building model through the
education policy. The problem of educational peace-building is a matter
of international academic discussion, but all the offered effective
strategies are culturally defined, so none of them can be successfully
used for current Ukrainian contexts without ‘localization’ procedure.

As a project result, the changes of Ukrainian legal enactments must
be developed as well as the training program for higher education
institutions. Mentioned approach in not only a practically oriented
attempt to overcome the contradictions of Ukrainian higher education
modernization at globalization era. The project also fits the principle
“Science with a mission” declared as a value horizon of European
researches in the scopes of Horizon Europe Strategy which appears to
replace Horizon-2020. From author’s perspective, one of the most actual
aims of contemporary Ukrainian higher education is a strengthening of
one’s potential at peace-building activity taking into account
contemporary and future postcolonial challenges for territorial unity of
Ukraine (smoldering conflicts at Transcarpathia, Odessa regions and so
on).
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Using postcolonial theory and hybridity one, project should propose
new research instruments for understanding of historical and political
analysis of Ukrainian and international experience of peace-building
through higher education. The project participants aim to develop the
ways of adaptation of effective foreign models of educational peace-
building at contemporary Ukrainian cultural situation formulating the
practical steps for ones’ implementation. Authors understand that peace-
building through higher education could be actualized now only by
realization of tolerance and pacification principles at social practice, but
also by development of students’ critical thinking level as a propaganda
prevention tool. Ukrainian higher education should help student to
interpret cultural and political situation at contemporary global world at
the context of learning of the basic courses (Political Studies, History,
etc.). The authors of the article want to share their academic
achievements and some project results globally understanding current
Ukrainian conflict situation as a heuristic case for the researches at the
field of educational peace-building and decolonization.

Actual scientific researches and issues analysis. The
authors analyzed the series of publication aimed on the discussed
problem from the local (Ukrainian) perspective as well from the global
one. There are some researches that discuss contemporary cultural
situation in Ukraine and role of higher education in one’s problems
solving (O. Bazaluk [1;2], O.Kyvliuk [9; 10], L.Savenkova [16],
D. Svyrydenko [17], etc.). The second block of publications contains the
international experience of educational peace-building and de-
colonization (H.Behr[3], Z.Bekerman [4], H.Danesh [5],
L. Geerlings [6], R.Kenner [8], J.Lavia [11], S. Mettler [12],
C. Monaghan [14], A. Oleksiyenko [15], L. Strongman [18], etc.).
Mentioned international experience could be adopted to Ukrainian
cultural situation after complex philosophical and cultural re-thinking
and conceptualization.

The research objective. Ukrainian social and cultural space is
in a state determined by the challenges of military hybrid aggression in
recent years. Issues of promising reintegration of both temporarily
occupied territories and the spheres of being of society (education,
economy, etc.) are the problem for modern science and social practice.
The analysis of the sources demonstrates almost complete absence of a
scientific discussion on the role of education, especially the higher one,
at the peace-building activity in Ukraine. Available studies suggest
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theoretical mechanisms of pacification, without a step-by-step strategy
for restoring territorial integrity and the prospective reintegration of
“divided” spheres of Ukrainian society.

So, there are some separate foreign and Ukrainian studies that offer
their models of peace-building. However, these works are mostly
descriptive, state the state of affairs without offering a road map of
peace-building and decolonization. In addition, foreign studies describe
reconciliation in other countries, such as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
or the Moroccan conflict, which includes a valuable analysis, but it can
not be completely transposed into our situation. Indeed, such
approaches do not take into account the peculiarities of the hybrid
confrontation in Ukraine for 2014-2019. In the article, the authors will
try to outline the “agenda”, the vectors for modernization of higher
education in Ukraine when one tries to be a factor in minimizing and
preventing military conflicts, as well as one of the effective instruments
of decolonization policy.

The statement of basic material. The authors proceed from the
hypothesis, that Ukrainian higher education is not adapted to the
conditions of the hybrid war. In the current conditions of hybrid
confrontation in Ukrainian territories, there is a struggle between two
antagonistic discourses: the expansion of the colonial ideology of the
“Russian World” (Russian Federation) and peaceful coexistence
(Ukraine). Moreover, the main field of confrontation is the humanitarian
area, including its educational segment. The conceptualization of the
possibilities of Ukrainian higher education as an instrument of peace-
building is proposed to be based on a multidimensional approach that
has to combine the approaches of modern philosophy of education,
educational policy, cultural studies, history, law and political science
fruitfully. In particular, the approaches to the theory of hybridity and
post-colonialism one as part of modern globalization studies are
heuristic for analyzing the current social and cultural situation in
Ukraine, exploring the essence and direct content of military threats,
taking into account a possible perspective.

Consequently, on the order of the day of the international and
Ukrainian discourse of the philosophy of education, there are a number
of issues that are part of the overall methodological framework for
finding instruments to overcome current military threats, prevent their
emergence in the future, and also revealing the potential of higher
education at the strategies for decolonization. These issues acquire a
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specific conceptual design, given the fact that education and science have
for many years demonstrated their own remoteness from the problems
used in the context of the challenges of the hybrid war - higher
education has never been an instrument for establishing the values of
authentic Ukrainian culture and peace-building. One has not worked for
approval ideals of critical thinking capable of counteracting the
informational influences of propagandistic nature, etc.

The authors are aware that mechanical copying of the educational
experience of other conflicts is counter-productive, given the difference
in the factors of its origin, cultural characteristics, educational traditions,
etc., therefore, it is perceived by us only as a certain empirical basis of
problems and instruments for its solution, which, after a thorough
reflection in the disciplinary boundaries of the philosophy of education,
cultural studies, etc., can be included to the strategy of modernizing
education in the direction of acquiring it the status of an instrument of
peace-building and de-colonization.

At the same time, we would like to demonstrate some examples of
the fact that effective institutional innovations and understanding of the
nature of the contradictions underlying the conflict can be borrowed
from the experience of other countries. It is clear that this is not about
mechanical copying, but about the adaptation of experience, which
would rely on a thorough philosophical, educational and -cultural
reflection. Let us turn to the experience of implementing the idea of
peace-building through education that arose in the context of the Arab-
Israeli conflict. The experience of educational peace-building is an entire
powerful area at modern war and peace studies, and the educational
practices of peace-building offered by the Israeli education system are
valuable to a number of societies included in conflicts.

As one of the mentioned educational practices of Israeli education,
that could have been implemented in the Ukrainian conflict and,
hopefully post-conflict reality, is the practice of educational camps,
described by R. Kenner: the camp was divided 50 to 50 between Arab
and Jewish students, but it was very diverse; some students were
children of settlers and did not spend much time with the Palestinian
people; some children were from liberally-progressive families; some of
them were Arabs who did not spend much time with Jewish children [8].
These practices are trying to create an atmosphere of cooperation
between the representatives of the opposing sides, seek to realize the
idea of finding a commonality between them instead of finding and
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accentuating differences — the camp itself appears to be a real practice of
intercultural non-conflict interaction, which can then be extended to
other forms of social practices outside of the educational camp.

As another example of the effective implementation of the
approaches to educational world-building, let's turn again to the
experience of Israeli education. We deliberately do not turn to other
examples of educational peace-building, in order to eliminate examples
of eclecticism, as well as to demonstrate the multidirectional educational
activities, that should act as a strategic reference point for Ukrainian
educational policy. So, for example, about 20 years ago, G. Fuegverder
published his well-known article entitled “An Educational Program for
Peace: Jewish-Arab Conflict Resolution in Israel” [7]. Its key provisions
have not lost theoretical and practical value for Ukrainian education,
which, unfortunately, only begins to implement the ideas of peace-
building. The article describes qualitatively an interesting educational
phenomenon - School for Peace, a center that seeks changes in the
educational environment, focused on solving the Arab-Israeli conflict in
a multicultural environment (in particular, educational). The author of
the study noted that the school offered activities to change teachers and
students when education could act as a tool for developing social,
cultural, religious cooperation on the principles of equality and mutual
respect [7].

Conclusions. Based on the above materials, we have the
opportunities to make the following generalizations. In order to open the
higher education’s peace-building and de-colonizing potential, it is
expedient to analyze international and domestic normative acts on issues
of peace-building, taking into account that the conflict situations in the
world are not unique. Similarly, there are developed attempts to
implement the ideas of peace-building. For example, Israel is the bearer
of a powerful experience in preventing and minimizing military conflicts
and their derivatives in the cultural sphere by means of education
(schools of peace, educational camps, etc.). This experience itself, after a
thorough philosophical and educational, socio-philosophical and cultural
reflection and adoption to the current Ukrainian realities and the
peculiarities of the military conflict, can be fruitfully used to realize the
idea of peace-building for the current situation as well as for prevention
of future challenges.

In the short term, it is necessary to generalize the experience of
domestic and foreign scientists on the issues of conflict cessation and
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reconciliation in society. At the same time, the construction of an
educational model aimed at realizing the ideas of peace and overcoming
the colonial syndrome, should be based on the fact that the hybrid war in
Ukraine does not have direct analogues; therefore, it is not possible to
mechanically transfer the results of other scientists to our situation
improperly.

It is advisable to offer a theoretical model for using Ukrainian
higher education as an instrument of peace-building and provide
recommendations to state authorities, local authorities and educational
institutions on practical steps for its implementation. This will enable the
proposed approaches to be implemented into educational practice, since
Ukrainian society is interested in real modernization steps aimed at
minimizing military challenges.

It is advisable to develop a model program for peace-building for
students of all specialties. Taking into account international experience
(schools of peace, education camps for peace, etc.), there is a need for the
introduction of a special training course on the foundations of peace-
building in universities. Also, it is necessary to offer separate educational
modules in the curriculum of disciplines: “Politics”, “Law”, “History of
Ukraine”, “Philosophy”, “Philosophy of education”, “Educational policy”,
etc. These modules for existing programs on various humanitarian
disciplines will increase the reach of potential participants in the peace-
building process. The proposed changes in the content of education will
comprehensively cover the problems of internally displaced persons,
mediation, non-violent interaction, education of tolerance, opposition to
propaganda, development of critical thinking, etc.
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