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Urgency of the research. The
introduction of lifelong learning is an
urgent need for human survival in the
context of a modern civilization that
seeks sustainable development or
coevolution with nature. It is
substantiated that objective processes
of social development influence for
reform and innovative updating of
educational technologies. The virtual
university is such resource that allows
us to solve the maximum of the tasks
of educational development with
minimal investiment.

Target setting. Implementation
of the virtual university idea is an
important issue of contemporary
education discourse. This process
contains a complex of problems of
legal,  psychological, = economic,
pedagogical and social nature.
Realization of any idea, even under
unequivocal justification of its
importance and expediency, requires
a harmonization of huge amount of
detail. Searching for the optimal
model of the virtual university
together with the necessity to fit it into
the general context of the social and
political structure of a particular
region, state, educational space as
such is also a complex and ambiguous
issue.

Actual scientific researches
and issues analysis. K. Edwards
analyzes the advantages and
disadvantages of a virtual university,

which is a natural link in the
evolution. L. Vlaceanu and
J. L. Davies discover the

transformation of classical university
into virtual. S. Guri-Rosenblit

(
.

D. Svyrydenko

V. Kyvliuk

AxmyaavHicms  00CAL0NHCEHHA.
BnposadiyceHHs: HABYAHHA  BNPOO0BIHC
Fummsa — ue HazaabHa nompeba
BUNMCUBAHHA  AOOUHU 8  KOHMmekxcmi

cyuacHoi uueinizauii, axka npasve 00
CMano2o po3sUMKY HuU KOegoawull 13
npupodor. JloeiuHo cmeepdxcysamu, uo
00'exmuseHi npouecu coulanbHO20
PO38UMKY 8nausarms Ha
pedopmysamnHs ma 1HHOBauyiliHe
OHOBAEHHSA 0CBIMHIX mexHo0211l.
BipmyanavHuil yHisepcumem — ye maxuil
pecypc, sxull  0038048€  supiwumu
Maxcumym 3as0aHb po3sumxy oceimu 3
MIHIMANBHUMU BKAAOEHHAMU.
ITocmanoexka npooéaemu.
Peanizauis 10ei 81pMmyanbHO20
YHigepcumemy € 8aicAUBUM NUMAHHAM
0419 cyuacHo20 oceimubo20 duckypcy. Ieil
npoyec micmumbs Komnaekc npobaem

npasosoeo, NCUX0102T4HO20,
eKOHOMIUHO20, neoazo2iuHo20 ma
coyianvHo2o xapaxmepy. Peanizayis
6YyOb-sK0i 10ei, Hasimo npu
00HO3HAUHOMY 00TpYyHMYBaHHi it
saxcausocmi ma OoulnbHOCMI, 8uMa2ae
2apMoOHI3auil  eeauve3Hoi  KiabkKocmi

demanetl. Ilowyx onmumanvbHoi modeni
8IpMYanbHO20 YHiBepcumemy, pasom i3
HeobxiOHIicm0 enucamu ii Yy 3azanvHuil
KOHIMeKCm coylaabHoi ma noAlMu4HOU
CMpYyKmMypu nesHo20 pe2ioHy, Oepicasu,
0CBIMHL020  NPOCMOPY  MAKONHC €
CKAAOHUM 1 HEOOHO3HAUHUM NUMAHHSM.
AHaAi3 ocmaHHix 00cAiddMHceHb 1

nyoaikauyiit. K. Edeapd.  aHanisye
nepesazu ma HedoAlKU BIPMYANbHO20
yHigepcumemy, SAKull B8IH  88aXMCAE
npupooHoro NAHKOM0 egontoull.

JI. Baauany ma /. JI. Jlegic  docaio-
JHCYIoms  NepemeopeHHs  KAACUUHO20
yHigepcu-memy y sipmyanvhuil. C. I'ypi-
PoseHbnim niddae aHanizy mooeni
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distinguishes models of distance
education at a virtual university.
F. Terrazas-Arellanes, L. Strycker,
E. Walden, and A. Gallard discover
the problem of the 21t century skills
formation at the virtual university.
The features of organization of the
cloud-based educational and research
environment were researched by

Ukrainian researchers (V. Bykov,
A. Hurzhii, O. Spirin, M. Shyshkina
and others).

The research objective. The
authors aimed to discover the problem
of rethinking the role and content of
educational processes through the
prism of forming a virtual university

concept as a lifelong-learning
strategy implementation.
The statement of basic

material. The concept of the virtual
university is relatively new and it is
necessary to distinguish a number of
contradictory pomts in its
verification. Firstly, it is the quality of
the education received. The problem of
educational process content at the
virtual university, organization of
control and level of accomplished
tasks, issues of intellectual abilities
and critical thinking development,
reflexivity of consciousness are the
subject of heated discussions of both
the supporters and opponents of the
virtual university idea. Secondly,
there is the question of the way of
thinking. The virtual space involves a
network mode of organization

characterized by openness of the
structure, poly-variability of
determination and expediency of

modal logic. The phenomenon of
virtual university is the result of
responding to the needs of social
transformation. In such model, the
content of the social roles of the
teacher and the student changes
significantly. The competence of the
modern teacher is not limited to
knowledge. After all, the most
experienced academician is not able to
absorb all the information in a certain
science, and obviously loses in the
volume of assimilated information to
any search engine.

——

ducmanyiiiHoi oceimu y 8ipmyanbHOMYy
yHigepcumemi. @. Teppasac-ApeavsHec,
JI. Cmpuxep, E. Yoaden ma A. I'arnapd
po3xpusaromsy npo6/1emy Pdopmysamms
HasU4oK 21 cmoaimms y Blpmya/leO.My
yHisepcumemi. Ocobaugocmi op2auizayii
XMAapHo20 0Cc8IMHb020 Mma  00cAi0-
HUUbKO20 cepedosuwia 00CAI0NHCY8anu
ykpaincvki asmopu (B. bukos, A. I'ypaciil,
O. Cnipin, M. IIIuwuxina ma tHwi).

ITocmanoeka 3aedaHHa. Asmopu
cmasasms  3a Memy  OOCALOHCEHHS
npobiemu nNepeocMUCAeHHS Ppoal ma
amicmy oceimHix npouecie Kpi3b npusmy
dopmyeaHHs KoHuenulii 8ipmyanbHO20
yHigepcumemy AK peaaizauii cmpameaii
HABUAHHA 8NPOO0BIHC HCUMIMAL.

Bukxaad ocHo8HO20 mamepiaay.
Ionsmms sipmyaavHo20 YyHi8epcumemy
€ 810HOCHO HOBUM, Y AKOMY HAA8HUU PAO
cynepeunusux MomeHmis, yikasux 0aa
docaidxcennsn. Ilo-nepwe, ue saxicmo
ompumanoi oceimu. IIpobaema 3micmy
HABUANbHO20 Npouecy Yy 8IpMyanrbHOMYy
yHigepcumemi, Op2aHi3auil KOHMPOAIO
ma pieeHb  BUKOHYBAHUX  3A80QHb,
numauHa iHmeaexmyaavHux 30ibHocmetl
ma po3éumky KpUmuuHO20 MUCAEHHS,
pedaexcugrocmi ceidomocmi €
npedmemom Oypxaueux Ouckycill K
NPUXUAbHUKIB, MaK 1 NpomueHukie idei
sipmyanvHo2o yHisepcumemy. Ilo-dpyee,
NnumMaMHs  Npo  cnocib  MUCAEHHA.
Bipmyaavuuii  npocmip  nepedbauae
Mepedxcesull pexcum opeaMizauii, wo
Xapaxmepusyemubces gidxpumicmio
cmpyxkmypu, noAl-MiHAUBICMIO
demepmiHayii ma doyinvHicmio
M00anbHOT N021KU. denomeH
8IPMYaAbHO20 yHigepcumemy €
pe3ynbmamom peazysaHHs Ha nompebu
coyianvHoi mpaHcgopmauii. Y maxiil
Mmodeal  3micm  coulanbHuUx  poaetl
suxaaoava ma  YyuHa ~ CYymmeso
amiHoemscs. Komnemenuyia cyuacHoz2o
guumenss He O0OOMEHCYEMbC 3HAHHAMU.
Alxce HatldocgioueHiwuil axkademix He
3damHuil 3aceoimu ecto 1HHopmauilo
neeHoi Hayxu i, ouesudHo, npozpae 8
00cAa31 acumMinbo8aHol mgﬁopmauu 6y0b-
K1 nowyxoatil cucmemi.
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Conclusions. The main problem
of modern education lies in the
fundamental inability of a specialist
perfect preparation to the changing
social and cultural context and
impossibility to predict the state of
technologies, even in the near future.
In addition, contradiction between
understanding of learning as a
business proposal in response to
available demand, or a profitable
investment in future social and
economic well-being and traditional
ideas of education as formation of a
personality in accordance with a
cultural model and ideal leads to a
general trend of dehumanization of
education. Solution of  this
contradiction by a volitional choice is
impossible. The fact is that
virtualization of learning is already
taking place. Therefore, we consider
that learning should be understood as
a way of life of a modern person. The
virtual university is an adequate and
effective model of formation of the 21st
century skills requested by our
dynamic society.

Keywords: virtual university,
lifelong learning, visualization of
culture, virtualization of everyday
practices, 21t century skills.

BucHnoeku. OcHosHa  npobaema
CYy1acHoli oceimu noaseae Yy NPUHYUNosiil

He3damHocmi daxisuya Jd0CKOHAnN0
nideomysamucs do MIHAUBO20
COYianbHO20 ma KYAbMYypHO20
KOHmMexcmy ma Hemoxcaugocmi

nepedbauumu cmaH mexHoA02ill Hagimoy
Yy Halbawicuomy maitbymuvomy. Kpim
mMo20, CYnepevHiCmv MIHC POIYMIHHAM
HasuaHHs AK 0110801 npono3uyii Yy
8i0nosidb Ha HaseHull nonum u
BUIOHUM 8KAAODeHHAM Y MalbymHe
coulanbHe ma eKoHOMIYHe 62a20NnoAYUUs
ma mpaduuitiHumu idessmMu oceimu sk
dopmyeaHHs ocobucmocmi 810n06i0HO 00
KyabmypHoi  modeai  ma i0eany
npuszgodums 00 3az2anvbHa MeHOeHUIs
decymaizauii oceimu. Po3eé’azamnHsa ubo20

npomupiuus 801b08UM subopom
Hemoxcauge. Cnpasa 6 momy, wWo
gipmyanaizayis HABUAHHA 8dce

sidoysaemvcs. Tomy mu 88axcaemo, wo
HaBuaHHs cAl0 po3ymimu Ak cnocib
Hcumms cyuacHoi aduHu. BipmyaavHuil
yHigepcumem € adexkeamHor  ma
epexmusHolo  Modennto  PHoOPMYBaAHHA
HaABUYOK 21 CmMoAlmms, nonum Ha Kl

dopmye cyuacHe JuHamiuHe
cycninbemao.

Kmouoetl caoea: sipmyanvHuil
YyHigepcumem, HABUAHHA  BNPOO0BHC
aHcummsi, gizyanizayis Kyavmypu,

8ipmyani3ayil NOBCAKOEHHUX NPAKIMUK,

Hasuuku 21 cmoaimmas.

Urgency of the research. Scientific and technological progress is
fundamentally changing the world, the human and the strategies of their
interaction. The social space of culture is not only a result of human creativity
explication, but also a significant factor of determinant influence on
consciousness, motivation and activity, methods of communication and self-
identification of the person.

The fundamental method of connecting the human with the world is
knowledge. It is logical that with the change of context, the corresponding
transformations take place in the nature and in the means of this connection.
The modern world feels the forced influence of the so-called information
technologies, which embody the idea of time and space plasticity, linearity of
determination and means of identification. Therefore, knowledge is becoming
more and more important in the strategy of interaction with the rapidly
changing world. Such knowledge a priori cannot be fragmentary and chaotic.
Hence there is the need for understanding cognition as training, systematic and
consistent process that is education. Consequently, organization of effective
education system, which would include lifelong learning, is a prerequisite for a
successful adaptation of a person to the monumental and massive construction
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of contemporary culture.

Obviously, the pace of civilization development is accelerated in a super-
fast mode. On the other hand, the traditional and bureaucratized system of
education around the world does not have enough time to react either to predict
the content of knowledge and skills demanded by technology and society. This
causes at least two problems.

Firstly, the process of education should be understood as open and
fundamentally not complete. And this means different way of educational
process organization, new content of the courses and ways of communication
between the teacher (tutor) and the student. Secondly, the problem of
optimizing communication and interaction of the defined actors is urged by the
necessity of some technical devices. Technical possibilities of such connection
exist and are widely used. This, of course, is a web 2.0 based on computer
network.

Target setting. Organization of the educational process with the help
of the latest technologies is a more disputable issue. A virtual university should
be considered as an optimal interaction way of the participants of educational
process. Appropriateness of its operation is explained by a relative autonomy of
the actors involved. This autonomy is represented by:

- variation of time-spatial localization (geography of location, time-table
and time spent do not have a significant influence on the education process and
results);

- plasticity of the contents of the educational process, a separate
discipline, types of works, etc.;

- heuristicity of the educational process, based on a greater autonomy of
those who study;

- a successful combination of academic excellence of a traditional
university as a competent source of knowledge and access to training for a wide
range of concerned parties.

So, we have some reasons to consider the phenomenon of the virtual
university as the most successful way of lifelong learning organization. But the
concept of the virtual university is relatively new in pedagogy and it is necessary
to distinguish a number of contradictory points in its verification. Firstly, it is
the quality of the education received. Access to information does not mean
mastering it, transforming its content into the quality of personal knowledge
and competences. Therefore, the problem of educational process content at the
virtual university, organization of control and level of accomplished tasks, issues
of intellectual abilities and critical thinking development, reflexivity of
consciousness are the subject of heated discussions of both the supporters and
opponents of the virtual university idea.

Secondly, there is the question of the way of thinking. Classical
rationalism produces a corresponding systemically structured and logically
deterministic methodology of cognition and education. The virtual space
involves a network mode of organization characterized by openness of the
structure, poly-variability of determination and expediency of modal logic. In
view of this, the problem of scientific knowledge demarcation is attached to an
extremely broad social context. A kind of a “crusade” of professional
psychologists against the diversity of coach trainers, esoteric scientists, apostles
and prophets of spiritual enlightenment and so on can be an illustration of this
problem relevance. In addition, the issue of the type and way of thinking leads

——
| —
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to an important philosophical question about the essence of mind and
consciousness: either the center of thinking is, respectively, its creator and
dominant intellectual life, or the mind and consciousness are an instrument, a
function of thinking, an operating system of intelligence activities.

Implementation of the virtual university idea is also important. And this
process contains a complex of problems of legal, psychological, economic,
pedagogical and social nature. Realization of any idea, even under unequivocal
justification of its importance and expediency, requires a huge amount of detail
and agreement. Searching for the optimal model of the virtual university
together with the necessity to fit it into the general context of the social and
political structure of a particular region, state, educational space as such is also
a complex and ambiguous issue. We stand at the standpoint, that virtual
ontologies could be the methodology for understanding of the general processes
take place as well as in the sphere of higher education at the 215t century [20].

Taking into account all of these factors, the problem of rethinking the role
and content of educational processes through the prism of forming a virtual
university concept as a lifelong-learning strategy implementation is an
extremely urgent issue demanded by contemporary social culture.

Actual scientific researches and issues analysis. This research
problem is of considerable interest and a lively polemic of a number of thinkers
around the world. Guzman-Valenzuela C. (2018) provides a typology of modern
universities by the following criteria: tasks, methods of obtaining knowledge,
pedagogical activity. According to these parameters, the author distinguishes
four types of universities: expert, non-elite, entrepreneurial and revolutionary.
The main thing in the expert university is the discipline and consistency of
mastering knowledge: In the expert university, the predominant teaching
approach focuses on disciplinary knowledge. The role of the university is to
produce this knowledge, and the teaching task is focused on transferring
disciplinary frameworks and bodies of knowledge to students. Teachers take on
the role of educating students to become professionals in a specific disciplinary
field [6]. According to the author, non-elite universities perform the function of
social elevator, that is, allow poor citizens through their own efforts and abilities
to positively change their social status: “In non-selective private universities,
with the majority of the students enrolling from the lower socio-economic
classes, the pedagogical situation has become challenging for teachers since they
have had to respond to students’ different learning needs. In such universities,
teachers have to take on palliative roles” [6, p. 5].

Entrepreneurial universities are product-oriented: “The entrepreneurial
university provides students with skills that enable them to be autonomous,
strategic, innovative competitive and, indeed, entrepreneurial. Students in this
kind of university, who are paying high tuition fees, have rising expectations
about their education. In pedagogical terms, there is a technical-instrumental
vision in which the acquisition of self-sufficient practical skills that enable
students to gain employability in a competitive market is key” [6, p. 6]. The
author considers such diversity inappropriate. Therefore, it justifies the need for
their complex combination, because such solution requires by existing social
transformations.

L. Vlaceanu and J.L.Davies (2001) call such regularities of
transformation of classical university into virtual: “When examined closely,
conventional and newly emerging virtual universities provide contrasts. Two

——
| —
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alternatives appear. First, they are considered separate products of different
historical contexts, thus technologically, culturally, and educationally as
different as the time and space these epochs might imply. Subsidiary to this
thesis is the reality that traditional universities are faced with both the end of
their monopoly in delivering knowledge and the need to transform themselves
institutionally in order to face new demands and developments. The emerging
virtual universities are, from this perspective, simply an alternative type of
higher education that relies heavily on the new ICTs. The second contrast has
two variants. On the one hand, emphasis is placed on the fact that conventional
universities are being permanently challenged by new developments, including
technological developments, and that they have emerged from these challenges
in better and stronger shape. The single implication of this thesis is that
whatever the new higher education institutional developments resulting from
technological change may be, conventional universities are here and will remain
with us for the foreseeable future. They will assimilate those newly emerging
technological developments within their structures and functioning, according
to their well-established inner logic” [18, p. 279]. The authors believe, that the
interaction between virtual and classical universities is in accordance with the
following problems: accelerating changes in society and education, the ability to
complement the classical university with virtual, institutional changes in
education, the quality of education.

Edwards K. (2001) analyzes the advantages and disadvantages of a
virtual university, which is a natural link in the evolution: “The attainment of an
appropriate market size will depend either on a large scope for distance learning
or on the collaboration of several universities in sharing the courses. Even then,
the initiative will probably require start-up funding, which generally only
governments are likely to provide. Such funding has been provided in the United
Kingdom where specific government funds have been made available for
consortia of universities to work together to prepare such material. The funding
had one important qualification attached, which was that any material produced
must be freely available to all universities supported by public funds. But while
the project produced some excellent results, the uptake across the system has
been disappointing. There has been a clear demonstration of the “NIH”
syndrome — the “not invented here” attitude among many faculty members!” [4,
p. 606]. The most serious concern is the virtual format of education in the field
of the humanities. But such fears are unfounded. If the classical system of
teaching the humanities is focused on the content of learning, then the virtual
seeks to form the skills of students effective independent learning.

Guri-Rosenblit S. (2001) distinguishes five models of distance education
at a virtual university. Namely, single-mode distance platforms, dual and mixed
universities, advanced training centers and new technology centers: “Distance
teaching at university level is currently provided through at least five major
organizational models: (1) single-mode distance teaching universities; (2) dual-
and mixedmode universities; (3) extension systems; (4) consortia-type
ventures; and (5) new technology-based universities” [5, p. 489]. The author
proves the inevitable nature of changes in the content of the potential audience
of consumers of educational services, changes in the infrastructure of
universities, qualitatively new functions of the manager and teacher of the
virtual university, the globalization of education: “The discussion on future
trends in the academic world will relate to five domains: (1) potential student

——
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constituencies; (2) new roles for the academic faculty; (3) new forms of
knowledge generation and delivery; (4) the restructuring of the organizational
infrastructures of universities; and (5) the impact of globalization on higher
education markets” [5, p. 494].

L. Ling and P. Ling (1998) substantiate the significant socio-cultural
mission of the virtual university: “The new discourse of universities and
education which is based upon the corporate and the technological virtual
world, constitutes a new form of political struggle and is reflected in the new
discourse of education and of universities where privilege is given to meanings
which focus upon productivity, technological cleverness and rationalization of
resources” [9, p. 38]. This approach resonates with the ideas, formulated by
W. Mozgin [10].

The problem of virtual university is closely connected with the problem
of online education and one’s methodological support. The features of
organization of cloud-based educational and research environment were
researched by the serious of famous Ukrainian researchers (V. Bykov,
S. Vernygora, A.Hurzhii, L. Novohatko, O. Spirin and M. Shyshkina) [3].
N. Myronchuk discovered the peculiarities of self-organization processes at the
educational environment, based on the modern ICT tools [11]. From the side of
international researchers, mentioned problems were discussed by F. Terrazas-
Arellanes, L. Strycker, E. Walden, and A. Gallard through the problem of the
21st century skills formation [15]. From the other side, some researchers
postulate the position, that critical thinking is the corner-stone of the 21st
century education and skills, tryin to substantiate this approach [19]. Other
famous researches (F. Siddiq, P. Gochyyev and M. Wilson) try to underline, that
ICT in higher education produces the challenges of the changes of the everyday
practices which should be predicted and adopted in the regulations of online
politics globally [14].

But most of the phenomena studied, related to the notion of the virtual
university, are in the stage of formation and justification. Therefore, the sense
of virtual university as a solution of life-long learning strategy is required.

The research objective. The authors aimed to discover the problem of
rethinking the role and content of educational processes through the prism of
forming a virtual university concept as a lifelong-learning strategy
implementation.

Tasks:

1. To analyze social and cultural preconditions for virtual university
origination.

2. To study basic conceptual features of the virtual university and the
principles of its creation.

3. To determine the content and efficiency of degree standing on the
innovative principles and methods of training suitable for application at the
virtual university.

4. To analyze the potential of the virtual universities to be the effective
tools of formation of the 215t century skills for students.

The statement of basic material. Virtualization of modern social and
culture space should be regarded as accomplished, but not a complete fact. In
order to describe the scale of the occurring processes more fully, we would like
to give a series of statistical data:

1. Over the past 16 years, the growth of the virtual distance learning

——
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services market has increased significantly (approximately 9 times).

2. About 77% of organizations of different property types in the United
States offer web training as an approach to solving the problem of advanced
training.

3. Application of virtual distance learning technology has led to an
increase in the profit of 42% of organizations.

4. More than 67% of associations offer portable e-learning in one form or
another.

5. 99% of distance courses users are convinced that virtual learning has
helped them to improve their education and competencies.

6. The market for e-learning services is expected to reach $ 37.6 billion
by 2020.

7. The ratio of profitability between the traditional system of education
and virtual learning is 75:1.

8. By 2019 video (as a means of transmitting information) will have
accounted for 80% of the total web activity [7].

In our view, a more embossed view of the scale of transformation of the
global higher education area may be a reference to the concept of a mega-
university. These big virtual universities (or university consortia) are
educational institutions, that have more than 100,000 students, whose training
is, of course, difficult to implement without switching to a virtual university
model. According to the analysis of the largest university (students number as
of 2019), there are more than 70 mega-universities in the world, among which
the following five universities are leaders in the number of students: Indira
Gandhi National Open University, India (4.9 million students); California
Community College System, USA (2.1 million students); National University,
Bangladesh (2.0 million students); Anadolu University, Turkey (1.9 million
students); Islamic Azad University, Iran (1.5 million students) [16].

Virtual mega-universities, while minimizing the need for students to be
physically present at the university in the learning process, also address
important issues of academic migration and brain drain from less developed
countries to more developed ones [13]. In general, in today’s educational
discourse, there are the debates about the role of higher education not only in
meeting the needs of the promising labor market. The problem is in meeting the
requirements of the new balance of power in the current century: higher
education is increasingly perceived as a tool for solving intercultural
contradictions, preparing of active citizens, ensuring sustainable development,
conflict-free coexistence, etc. [2].

Consequently, we have some reason to assert that the share of virtual
learning is very significant. From the point of view of economic factors, virtual
learning is extremely cost efficient, effective in solving urgent problems and it
demonstrates a galloping growth rate. In addition, the general social, cultural
and civilizational tendency to accelerate the dynamics of various processes
(training, technology development, production intensity and a variety of
challenges and problems that need to be addressed: from existential to
environmental, etc.) leads to a spectacular cultural shift.

As you know, the culture of Antiquity is a culture of voice, and the words
that sound (the poems by Homer and Hesiod, democracy and rhetoric, the
ancient tragedy and the stoic lecton). The culture of the Middle Ages is the cult
and authority of the written word, text and author. The tradition of sense-

——
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making through an artistic image, initiated by Modernism, leads to visualization
of modern culture. It is therefore clear, that the technical capability of producing
and translating content through visualization is widely used in communication
in general and in teaching in particular. So, O. Kyvliuk writes about this
situation: “With informatization deepening of all the spheres of society's
activity, virtual education is expanding. It is a kind of education, the
technological basis of which is information and communication and digital
technologies” [8, p. 26].

We need some social intelligence in “faceless” virtual reality. That is why
modern authors pay more attention to the development of this concept, that is
an ability to understand people " s behavior correctly. This ability is necessary for
effective interpersonal interaction and successful social adaptation, and was
introduced into the psychology by E. Thorndike in 1920 to refer to “foresight in
interpersonal relationships” [12, p.12]. “Foresight” in public relations is a
manifestation of systemic strategic thinking and a high level of reflection. It is
important that the skills of social interaction in such aspect should be worked
out to the level of perfection and skillfulness. However, the following question
arises: How and under what conditions should “social intelligence” be formed
in the modern information society, and even more, is the virtual university
capable of solving such problems? On the one hand, formation of “button
culture”, Internet lifestyle community and virtual reality leads to solitude and
anomy of personality. On the other hand, modern technologies give such
communication opportunities for which geometry of space and distance is not a
problem, but a task that is being successfully solved. Therefore, we consider it
necessary to analyze the concept of the virtual university regarding the ability to
form competencies that are demanded by the modern labor market.

In contemporary educational research, authors often appeal to the
concept of lifelong learning, which is a meta-concept as of today. It can be
adequately interpreted only in its partial projections for specific tasks of specific
research. In our view, the analysis of the capabilities of virtual universities on
the background of the dynamic development of national educational systems,
can be evaluated through the prism of their ability to provide the formation of
21st century skills in students. As a result of this analysis, the virtual university
has to prove itself or as an effective model of development of these skills
(providing its own social role in socio-cultural dynamics), or, to get features that
may indicate its somewhat marginal status in the implementation of students’
preparation tasks for future active inclusion in a new type of society.

The detailed list of the mentioned skills is a matter of discussion, but
UNESCO succeed to identify the stable ‘core’ of the 21th century skills:
“Different organizations, including also partnerships and consortia, have
defined and endorsed core competences/skills frameworks using different foci,
emphases, groupings and terminologies. Most frameworks seem to converge on
a common set of 21st century skills or competences, namely: collaboration;
communication; Information and Communication Technology (ICT) literacy;
and social and/or cultural competencies (including citizenship)” [17]. The
question on connection between online education and 21th century skills was
central for the series of researches. The empirically-based studies (using
experimental and control groups of students), demonstrated than online
learning help student to develop their skills needed by the contemporary and
future social situation. We would like to note that the virtual university
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produces a new model of learning. In this context learning consists of the
following components: instruction, self-education, interaction.

Following the instructions is necessary for access and operational activity
in the virtual space of the learning resource. And it also forms a kind of
algorithmic thinking, which is absolutely necessary for technological processes
implementation.

Self-education is, first of all, is a self-study. For the success of this
process, there must be certain prerequisites: stable motivation, critical and
analytical thinking skills, self-discipline, sufficient level of elementary education
and the skills of performing educational tasks. It is clear that application of
virtual learning is appropriate at a certain stage of education, but not at the
initial stage. And the virtual university itself mainly justifies the use of a mixed,
hybrid type of training. Such a restrained position is grounded. Indeed, even in
the context of the information society, personality formation and inclusion in
the culture take place according to the ancient principle of paideia, the topicality
and significance of which have been considered in a number of scientific articles
and monographs [1, p. 15]. However, the significance and value of self-education
should also not be diminished. The well-known scholar Tom Aquinas wrote
about importance of self-education and it is difficult to overestimate the
importance of self-education under the modern conditions of rapid
informational growth. Therefore, virtual learning is, perhaps, the best way to
organize self-education at an elder age.

And, finally, there is the third component — interaction. This interaction
is, in essence, communication, but extremely rationalized and de-personalized.
It is difficult to call this type of communication interaction, because it is not
about the emotional, empathic or personal level of interaction. The participants
of virtual learning interaction are united by a single purpose, an idea of the
result. These futurological intentions and aspirations, when setting the priority
of the activity purpose, respectively diminish attention to the means or
concomitant factors of its achievement. Therefore, such interaction is, in
essence, pragmatic. And “social intelligence” in this context should be
understood in three ways: first, as the ability to assess and respond adequately
to the manifestations of the emotional components of communication, and
secondly, as the ability to build purposeful activity in communications of
different nature; thirdly, as a creative and individualized ability to establish
communication with different partners.

The phenomenon of virtual university is the result of responding to the
needs of social transformation. In such model, the content of the social roles of
the teacher and the student changes significantly. The competence of the
modern teacher is not limited to knowledge. After all, the most experienced
academician is not able to absorb all the information in a certain science, and
obviously loses in the volume of assimilated information to any search engine.
In such situation, not the volume of information, but the systematic
comprehension, that is, the quality of ownership is crucial. In other words, the
modern teacher is not an oracle of in-depth knowledge, but a coordinator and
guide in a huge information space.

The role of the student is also changing. His task is not so much to master
the baggage of knowledge, but to master the technique of interpretation of
certain semiotic spheres, some branches of science and technology.

Such rules of engagement are driven by the needs of the global economy,
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where the condition for survival is to be able to change. Therefore, a virtual
university is a complex of educational services that can prepare for a dynamic
environment as many subjects as possible. Its main advantage is the availability
of educational services, which is achieved by a new type of educational
institution infrastructure.

Conclusions. The main problem of modern education lies in the
fundamental inability of a specialist perfect preparation to the changing social
and cultural context and impossibility to predict the state of technologies, even
in the near future. This implies a certain devaluation of the social value of higher
education. The theory of connectivity and network learning contains the
potential sufficient to form the required minimum of awareness. But inclusion
in these communication processes of an educational nature does not guarantee
the mastery of critical thinking skills. In addition, contradiction between
understanding of learning as a business proposal in response to available
demand, or a profitable investment in future social and economic well-being
and traditional ideas of education as formation of a personality in accordance
with a cultural model and ideal leads to a general trend of dehumanization of
education. Solution of this contradiction by a volitional choice is impossible. It
should be regarded as a dialectical contradiction. After all, on the one hand,
education is the only non-automated kind of human activity and it proves
expediency of the traditional system of education. On the other hand, it is
impossible “not to notice” changes caused by the development of technologies.
It is impossible not to react to these changes because the interaction of the man
with the world of nature and social culture is inevitable. The fact is that
virtualization of learning is already taking place. The way of “demonizing”
virtual technologies is at least not productive. A modern university can
arrogantly stand on the sidelines of such social culture movement. Then the
question of the need for its existence will become increasingly acute and
ambiguous. But the university can become the flagship of the process of
informatization and virtualization of learning, preserve traditions and values of
academic education, significantly expand the educational space and be a
successful business project.

Thus, under the conditions of the information society, it is, at least, not
rational to deprive an adult person of the opportunity to study. Therefore, we
consider it sound to understand learning as a way of life of a modern person. In
addition, as statistics eloquently state, there is a direct link between the level of
education and the level and duration of life. And the virtual university is the
most optimal form of the educational process organization in this context. The
virtual university is an adequate and effective model of formation of the 21st
century skills requested by our dynamic society.
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TPAHC®OPMAINIA OCBITU AK CUCTEMU III/ITOTOBKU
JJIOAVHMU 10 2 KUTTA 1111 BINIMBOM COIIOKYJIBTYPHOI
JANHAMIKHU XXI CTOJIITTA

TRANSFORMATION OF EDUCATION AS A SYSTEM OF PREPARING A
PERSON FOR LIFE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF SOCIO-CULTURAL
DYNAMICS OF THE XXI CENTURY

AxmyaavHicms memu 00cAaio-
acenna. CouiokyavmypHa JuHamika,
xapaxmepHa 045 cyvacHoi 2206anvHo-
iHopmauiiiHoi yuesinizayii, cmasumoy
neped awduHow Hoel euxkauku. Ha
6azamo 3 HUX HeMmoXcAueo eidnosicmu

6e3 Nnomyxi#Ho20 ocobucmicHo-
oceimHbo20 6asucy. Ocgima nocmae K
KAuosull enemeHm nideomosku

A100UHU 8 HOBIIl COYLOKYAbMYPHIL ma
UuBLAI3AUITIHO-THPHOPMAUTTIHILL
peaavHoCMI.

ITocmanoeka npooaemu. Ilepwa
mpemuna XXI cmoaimms Xxapaxkme-
pu3yemuvcsi  HU3KOKW  EeKOHOMIUHUX,
noAlMuuyHUX Mma  COULOKYAbMYPHUX
3MiH, CYKYNHICMb 9KUX popmye Hosuil,
we He 00 KiHUs po32adaHull BUKAUK
cucmemi nideomosku  AwO0uHU 00
pHcummas 3acobamu oceimu. 3asepuleHHs
ocsimu iH0ycmpiaabHO20 cycninbemaa i
Hauano oceimu cycninbemsa
iHpopmauiiinozo  popmyrwoms  HOBL
suxauxu 0o oceimu Ykpainu.

AHanaiz ocmaHHix docaiddiceHs 1
nyoaikayiit. Cyuacui  meHOeHUil
mpaHcgopmauii 6Y0b-9K020
coylanbHo20 ABUWA 3MIHIOIOMbCA 3
Ha038u4aiiHO OUHAMIUHOIO ma
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M. 1. Kit
Urgency of the research. The

socio-cultural dynamics that
characterize the modern global
information civilization pose new

challenges for human being. Many of
them cannot be answered without a
strong personal and educational base.
Education is emerging as a key element
of human preparation in the new socio-
cultural and civilizational-
informational reality.

Target setting. The first third of
the XXI century is characterized by a
number of economic, political and
socio-cultural changes, the combination
of which forms a new, not yet fully
solved challenge to the system of
preparing people for life through
education. The completion of the
education of the industrial society and
the beginning of the education of the
information  society form  new
challenges to the education of Ukraine.

Actual scientific research and
issues analysis. Current trends in the
transformation  of any  social
phenomenon are changing with
extremely dynamic and unpredictable
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