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EDUCATION TO IMPROVE THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN MODERN
SOCIETY: THE CHINESE CASE

OCBITA JUIA ITI/IBUINEHHA CTATYCY 2KIHOK Y CYCIIL/IbCTBI
MO/IEPHY: KUTAUCBKHUHU KEHUC

Urgency of the research: Women's
education has received widespread attention
and practice worldwide. In many countries,
the education level of women has been
improving year by year, and the
opportunities for women to receive education
continue to increase. However, despite some
progress, women's education still faces many
problems and challenges. For example,
unequal  distribution  of  educational
resources, discrimination against women in
employment, and the constraints of
traditional beliefs on women's education.
These issues directly affect the quality and
fairness of women's education.

Target setting: Women's education
directly affects the social status of a woman
and contributes to her personal development.
Women's education is one of the key factors of
social development and economic growth,
helps to reduce gender inequality and
contributes to the development of society in
the direction of equal rights and social justice.
Therefore, the purpose of the research is
to study the development of Chinese women's
education and the impact of education on the
status of women.

Actual scientific researches and
issues analysis. The study is based on the
works of researchers of women's education
from different countries. In particular, the
works of Hadiza Adamu were used to clarify
the importance of female education for
national development. A number of authors
Jfrom China (Yang Juhua, You Yun, Liu Jiang
and Zhang Wenming, etc.) note the problems
of gender imbalance at various levels of
education.

Research Methods: This research uses
different research methods such as data
analysis method, historical research method,
comparative research method and other
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Zhan Na

AxmyaavHicmb memu 00CAi0HCeH-
Hs: 2KiHoua oceima npakmukyemucs 6
ycboMy ceimi ma npusepmae yeazy
docaioHukie. Y baeambox kpaiHax oceimwiil
pieeHb  JCIHOK 3  KOMCHUM  DOKOM
nidsuwyemsca, a  Mmoxcausocmi  04a
ompumaHHa oceimu 36iavwyromsbesn. OOHaxk,
He38auicavuUu HA nesHull npozpec, oceima
JCIHOK 8Ce ue cmuxkaemscsi 3 Oazambvma
npobaemamu ma euxauxkamu. Hanpuxaao,
HepieHull po3nodin oceimHix pecypcis,
Juckpuminauia #iHox Yy cdepi 3atiHamocmi
ma obmedxceHHss MPAoUYItiHUX NepeKOHAHb
wodo oceimu ciHox. I[i  npobaemu
b6e3nocepedHb0 8naAuBaOMb pisHull docmyn
JHCiHOK 00 AKICHOT ocgimu.

ITocmanoexka npooaemu: IKiHoua
oceima  0Oe3nocepedHbO  6NAUBAE  HA
coylanvHull cmamyc XiHKU ma cnpuse il
ocobucmomy possumky. KiHoua oceima e
00HUM 13 KAOHOB8UX HAKMOpie coulanbHO20
po38UMKY ma eKOHOMIUHO20 3POCMAHHS,
donomasae ameHwWUMuU 2eHOepHY HepiBHICMb
1 cnpuse po3sumky CycninbCcmeda 8 Hanpamy
pisHocmi npas ma coylanbHoi
cnpasedausocmi. Omoxce, Mmemono
00CNi0HCeHHA € BUBYEHHSA PO3BUMKY
0ce8imu KumatcbKux XCIHOK 1 8nausy oceimu
HA cmMamyc HciHoK.

AHani3 ocmaHHix 00caiddHceHb 1
nyoaikauiil. /[ocaidxceHHs cnupaemusca Ha
dopobKu docaidHuKi8 HcIHOUOi oceimu 3
pisHux kpain. 3oxpema pobomu Hadiza
Adamu 6yau suxopucmaui 012 3’CY8aHHs
3HaueHHs HCIHOUOL oceimu ona
HayloHanabHo20 po3eumky. Psd asmopis 3
Kumaro (Yang Juhua, You Yun, Liu Jiang and
Zhang Wenming ma 1iH.) 3a3Hauamomo
npob.aemu 2eHOepHO20 ducbanaHcy Ha piaHuUxX
PI8HAX oceimu.

Memoodu O0ocaidxyceHHs: uye 00cai0-
JHCeHHA ~ BUKOpUCMOBYE  pI3HI  Mmemoodu
docnidxceHHs, maxi K Memod avaniszy
daHux, icmopuuHuil memooO 00CAI0HCeHHS,
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general scientific theoretical research
methods. The historiographical method was
used to analyze the documented forms and
methods of women's education in the past.
Also, theoretical research methods are used to
consider the development of women's
education from a historical retrospect and an
evolutionary perspective. The generalization
method helped to collect as much scientific
literature as possible about the current state
of development of the social status of women.
Systematic approach - for researching
problems in education and countermeasures.

The statement of basic materials:
This article is dedicated to studying the
development of women’s education in China,
from the time when very few women could
receive education to the popularization of
women’s education today. Analyzing the
educational status of contemporary Chinese
women and discovering its shortcomings
requires us to continuously improve the
educational environment for women in the
process of educational development.

Conclusions: Women's education in
China originated in the late 19th century and
had a significant impact on breaking free
from the shackles of outmoded ideas and
breaking down unequal gender perspectives.
Nowadays, women's education in China
continues to develop steadily, and the gender
gap has been basically eliminated in the field
of elementary education. The gender ratio of
compulsory education and high school
education is basically the same as that of the
birth population, and gender education has
basically achieved data equality. However,
behind the prosperity of women's education,
there are also some risks that cannot be
ignored. Therefore, developing women's
education remains a long-term and arduous
task that requires unremitting efforts from all
countries.

Keywords: Chinese women's education,
women's schools, gender equality, the social
status of women, the influence of education on
the status of women, the development of
Chinese women's education.

NOpPiBHANbHUL MemOo0 00CAI0HCEHH Mma THW1
3a2anbHOHAYKOBL  MeopemuyuHi  Memoou
docaidxcennsn. IcmopioepagiuHuii  memoo
3acmocosysasca 01 aHani3y 3a00KyMeHmo-
8aHux opm ma memoois oceimu HIHOK Y
munyaomy. Taxoxc meopemuuni memodu
docaiOxiceHHsL  BUKOPUCMOBYHOMbCA 048
po3easdy po3sumky JHciHOHwOl oceimu 3
icmopuuHoi pempocnekmueu ma eeoalo-
uitinoi nepcnexmusu. Memod y3azanbHeHHSA
donomie 3ibpamu sKkomoza b6iabwe HayKosol
Almepamypu npo cyuacHuil cmaH po3sumky
coyianbHo2o cmamycy xciHok. CucmemHuil
nioxio — 048 docaidxceHHA npobaem Yy oceimi
ma koHmp3axoois.

Buxaad ocHoéHO20 Mmamepiany:
Cmamms npucesueHa 8UBUeHHIO PO3BUIMKY
sctHouol oceimu 6 Kumai, 610 uacis, xoau
dyxce Mano OHCIHOK MoO2AU ompumamu
oceimy, 0o cyuacHo2o cmaHy nonyaspudauil
JHCIHOUOI oceimu. 3asHaueHo, WO avania
0C8IMHbH020 CMAMYCY CYHACHUX KUMAUCLKUX
JHCTHOK 1 8UABAEHHA 11020 HedoAlKi8 suMaz2ae
nocmiitHo2o0  800CKOHANEHHA  OCBIMHBO20
cepedosuwa 01 HCIHOK Y npouect po3sumky
cucmemu 3az2abHol oceimu.

Bucnoexu: JKiHoua oceima e Kumai
3apoounacs HanpukiHyi 19 cmoaimms 1
Mmana 3HavHuill 8NAuU8 HA 38L1bHEHHA 810 nym
cmapux idelt 1 pyillHYBaHHA HepiBHUX
2eHdepHux nepcnexmus. Cb0200HI JHCIHOUA
oceima 8 Kumai npodoexcye HeyxuabHO
poasusamucs, a eeHlepHull po3pus y cgepi
6a3oeoi oceimu 68 OCHOBHOMY YcCyHymuil.
I'endepHe cnisgidoHOWeHHS 8 0008°93K08ill
oceimi ma cepeoHill WKOAL 8 OCHOBHOMY
make i, 9K 1 8 nonyaayii 810 HapoOx#ceHHS, a
2eHdepHUll aHani3 ikcye 3HavHUll npoapec 1
HabauxceHHs 0o 2eHdepHOi pisHocmi. OOHak
04151 NPOUBIMAHHSA HCIHOUOT OCBIMU MAKONC
icHyromb Oeskl pusuxu, AKi He MOXNCHA
ieHopysamu. Tomy po36BUMOK  HCIHOHOL
ocelmu  3a1uwWaemsves  00820CMPOKOBUM
npoekmom 1 8aXcKum 3a80aHHAM, SKe
nompebye nocmittHux 3ycunb.

Kmouoetl caoea: xumaticbka X#iHoOHa
oceima, H#ciHoul wKoAu, 2eHOepHa pieHiCMb,
coylanbHUll cmamyc #IHOK, 8NAU8 0C8IMU HA
cmamyc JCIHOK, pO38UMOK Kumaticbkoi
JHCTHOUOT ocsimu.

Relevance of research. Research on women's education covers a wide range,
many topics and is explored in various aspects. However, everything has development.
The level of development of women's education, period, country, each stage has its
characteristics. According to changes, innumerable problems arise, the solutions of
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which require new data, that provide timely research.

Statement of the problem in a general form and its connection with
eminent scientific or practical tasks. Addressing female education gaps
contributes to achieving gender equity and social justice. Scientific studies examining
the correlation between education levels and health outcomes among women can
inform policies aimed at enhancing healthcare access, maternal and child health, and
disease prevention. Enhancing female education is crucial for promoting political
participation and good governance. Education empowers women to engage
meaningfully in political processes. Scientifically guided initiatives can address
systemic barriers to women's political participation, leading to more inclusive
governance structures. Improving female education can increase labor market
participation, promote economic growth, reduce poverty, and enhance social stability
and development.

Research status. Liu Jiang and Zhang Wenming analyzed the educational
imbalance through the enrollment rate and found that although the gap between the
enrollment rates of women and men in the undergraduate, master's, and doctoral
stages has gradually narrowed, especially the enrollment rate of women in the
undergraduate stage has achieved a reverse trend, the enrollment rate of women in the
master's and doctoral stages is still lower than that of men. Ma Yuanyuan believes that
the education level of rural women is closely related to their spouse's income, the
nature of registered residence and family status. The level of education directly affects
the marital emotions, response to domestic violence, ability to handle marital crises,
and pursuit of a happy life of rural women [8]. Yang Juhua found through analyzing
the theoretical correlation between higher education and the age of first marriage for
women that education affects the age of first marriage through a dual path of
entanglement, direct and indirect, forming campus confinement, changing marital
taste, and reducing marital benefits. The higher the level of education, the older the
age of first marriage [13]. You Yun and Nussey Charlotte considers the construction of
an ‘ideal’ level of female education in China by reflecting on the social phenomenon of
‘leftover women’, and the perpetuation of this stigma by both Chinese state media. It
contributes an in-depth engagement with the educational dimensions of ‘leftover
women’ through innovative discourse analysis that examines the content of one of the
most popular Chinese dating shows in the last decade [14]. Hadiza Adamu focuses on
Women's Education for National development. It discusses development, national
development, meaning and objectives of Women Education and it's content. It also
highlights areas where women's education contributes fully to national development.
Also problems that hinder women's education are enumerated and suggestions and
recommendations on how to improve women's education, so that it will be a success
for national progress are given [2]. Therefore, the study of the development of Chinese
women's education and the impact of education on the status of women is a relevant
topic and requires in-depth research.

Development of female education in China. According to the latest data
from the Women and Children's Work Committee of the State Council of China, women
are a greater beneficiary of the rapid development of education in China: from 1980 to
2017, the probability of Chinese eligible women receiving higher education increased
by 46.2 times, and the number of female college students increased by 74.1 times [16].

In China's traditional society of over two thousand years, completely different
role expectations were set for men and women of different genders. For a considerable
period of time, women were not in a position to participate in school education.
Women's education was mainly carried out in the family, and the purpose of this
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education was to cultivate a “virtuous wife and good mother” who adhered to feudal
ethical principles such as the Three Adherences and Four Virtues and the Three Virtues
and Five Virtues, and was good at household chores.

This situation lasted for two thousand years, until the mid to late Qing Dynasty
when the Qing government issued the “36 Articles of Regulations for Women's Normal
Schools” and “26 Articles of Regulations for Women's Primary Schools”, which were
the earliest official regulations for women's schools in China, pushing women's
education in China to a new stage [10].

The practice of dividing schools for male and female students in the early stages
also failed to achieve gender equality from the basic education stage. Female students
still have to learn family affairs courses such as sewing, needlework, home economics,
and gardening in addition to traditional feminine teaching materials. The level of
innovative curriculum content in women's schools is still relatively low [5].

Due to its unique historical background, church girls' schools have pioneered
women's schools in China. By 1860, foreigners had taken advantage of their special
power to establish schools in the initial batch of commercial ports, including
Guangzhou, Xiamen, Fuzhou, Ningbo, and Shanghai, to establish more than ten types
of church girls' schools. The establishment of a church girls' school, originally intended
for evangelism, not only focuses on Christian doctrine, but also studies Western
subjects such as English, mathematics, and geography, invisibly becoming a special
force in promoting the trend of women's education in China [11].

Although social transformation has given rise to the issue of women's education,
due to the constraints of ideology and various conditions, the scale of women's
education is still relatively small, only distributed in some commercial port cities. Many
places have not built women's schools, and the situation of women's schools in rural
areas is even weaker. At this stage, the enrollment age for female students is greatly
restricted, mostly limited to 15 years old, and they often face dropping out due to
factors such as marriage in the later stage. Therefore, for most female students who are
able to enter women's schools for learning, their educational level is only limited to
elementary school level. The level of popularization of women's education nationwide
is still very low [6].

Until May 31, 1898, the first Chinese women's school, Jingzheng Women's
School, was established in Shanghai [12]. Subsequently, women's education
institutions such as Beijing Women's Normal School, Nanjing Lvning Women's School,
Changsha Zhounan Women's School, and Hangzhou Women's Normal School sprung
up on the land of China like mushrooms after rain, and modern women's education in
China reached a peak.

In the family field at that time, gender equality was advocated, emphasizing
autonomy and freedom in marriage, divorce, and celibacy. In the social field, it was
advocated for women to participate in political and military activities. During this
period, women's vocational education experienced unprecedented development, and
women began to enjoy the right and ability to survive in society.

The acceptance of higher education by women means that they have officially
gained equal personality and power with men. In the autumn of 1920, Peking
University officially admitted the first batch of female students, becoming the pioneer
of the university's ban on women [15]. Afterwards, taking for example Peking
University, well-known universities in education hubs such as Nanjing and Shanghai
also began to recruit female students.

In order to connect with higher education, women's primary and secondary
education has also begun to implement coeducation. Female students are beginning to

——
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align with male students in terms of curriculum design, funding sources, and
admission qualifications during the primary and secondary school stages.

At the beginning of the establishment of the People's Republic of China,
women's education entered a new stage. In 1949, the All China Democratic Women's
Federation officially took over the Hebei Provincial Beiping Women's Vocational
School, founded by the older generation of women's revolutionaries such as Song
Qingling, He Xiangning, Cai Chang, Deng Yingchao, and Kang Keqing. Later, with the
approval of the 8th Standing Committee of the All China Women's Federation, it was
renamed as the New China Women's Vocational School. In 1995, it was renamed as
China Women's College, and in 2002, it was officially transformed into a regular higher
education institution (undergraduate) [7].

As the earliest public full-time undergraduate women's ordinary higher
education institution approved and filed by the All China Women's Federation and the
Ministry of Education, China Women's College consists of 6 colleges and 4
departments, offering 21 undergraduate majors [12].

At the same time, China Women's College, Shandong Women's College, and
Hunan Women's College jointly initiated the establishment of the China Women's
Higher Education Alliance in 2014, strengthening exchanges and interactions among
domestic women's colleges, jointly researching and exploring the laws of women's
higher education, integrating and sharing advantageous educational resources,
carrying out inter school complementary cooperation, and jointly promoting the
reform, development, and growth of women's higher education [12].

Nowadays, there are relatively few women's schools at all stages in China, and
they have not become mainstream in the new era of education. Among many schools,
the teaching level of women's schools is basically in the middle, and some schools do
not have obvious characteristic education, which makes it difficult to attract students
to apply (the number of female students applying to some women's universities has
decreased). This is among the reasons why outsiders question the necessity of women's
schools [17].

Current status of contemporary female education development.
Currently, it has become history that women do not receive education, and gender is
no longer the main consideration when choosing schools. Education has also brought
all-round changes to women. Firstly, education has broken down the phenomenon of
illiteracy among women. In the past in China, women and women were not a valued
group and could only survive with the protection of their fathers, brothers, or spouses.
This leaves many women without even rudimentary reading and writing abilities, and
their lives are filled with ignorance and confusion. The popularization of education has
enabled more and more women to acquire basic cultural literacy, broaden their
horizons, and have the opportunity to learn new things and pursue their dreams, which
has a significant influence on their worldview and outlook on life. Secondly, education
provides women with broader employment and development opportunities. Years of
patriarchal society have prevented many women from obtaining equal employment
and development opportunities. However, with the popularization of education, more
women gain access to education, providing them with more independent choices and
opportunities to discover their potential and abilities. Women who have received a
certain level of education can more easily enter the hall of higher education, receive
higher levels of education, and have broader development opportunities. This allows
them to break loose from traditional fixed roles, break loose from past constraints, and
more fully utilize their personal strengths and talents. Thirdly, women often bear more
responsibilities due to their distinct identities (such as mother, wife, and daughter),
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and their lives are easily lacking in fun and passion. However, through education,
women can get more new knowledge and skills, improve their cognitive level, and
promote their personality development. Education makes women's lives more fulfilling
and interesting, and gives them the opportunity to better understand and manage their
own lives. By continuously receiving education, women can better step out of their tiny
circles and move towards a broader world. Fourthly, education has reduced the issues
of violence and discrimination faced by women. In traditional social beliefs, women are
a vulnerable group who often face various forms of oppression and discrimination in
their lives and careers, which has become their biggest concern and pressure [3].
Education is an effective way to improve the status of women, and educated women
are more assertive, strong, and independent, making it easier to gain respect and
recognition. The related issues of discrimination and violence will also be
correspondingly decreased.

The current development of women's education is a long-term result of China's
gender equality education policy. However, behind the prosperity of women's
education, there are also some risks that can be overlooked. We need to dialectically
view the rapid changes in the number of women in post secondary education, which
touch on some deep-seated collective issues and gender culture. From the perspective
of the education process, current ordinary high schools and universities in China
mainly pursue the academic development of students, lack awareness of facing social
practice, and have poor ability to solve practical problems. The teaching
implementation process lacks real reform and innovation, and still focuses on results
evaluation, standardized evaluation, and other methods, with a clear tendency of
“emphasizing knowledge over ability”. From the results of education, due to the
disconnect between knowledge and practice, college graduates believe that their
principal challenges in job hunting are insufficient professional skills required for the
job position and weak personal comprehensive qualities. In order to solve this
problem, more and more students continue to pursue academic development, resulting
in an excess of academic qualifications and a devaluation of diplomas [1]. Women are
most likely to encounter a “glass ceiling” when seeking employment. In the face of cruel
and gender biased market screening mechanisms, they must make themselves better
in order to compete on an equal footing with men. Essentially, gender inequality in
employment opportunities drives women to choose education to avoid the risk of
unemployment. The proportion of women in secondary vocational education has
decreased instead of increasing, and continues to decline, accounting for only 41.8 %
of current students. In the long-term education process, some students in China have
uneven development in morality, intelligence, physical fitness, aesthetics, and labor,
emphasizing intellectual education unilaterally, resulting in inconsistent views of
students on the brain and body, and a tendency to underestimate physical activity [9].
Regardless of the fact that women have already covered all disciplines in higher
education, the proportion of women in various majors has significantly increased.
However, overall, there is still a distinct gender preference in the selection of subject
categories and majors.

Conclusions. Women's education in China originated in the late 19th century
and had a significant impact on breaking loose from the shackles of outmoded ideas
and breaking down unequal gender perspectives. Currently, women's education in
China continues to develop steadily, and the gender gap has been basically eliminated
in the field of elementary education. The gender ratio in compulsory education and
high school education is basically the same as the sex ratio at birth, and gender
education has basically achieved statistical parity. However, there are also risks behind
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the prosperity of female education that cannot overlooked. Women's education faces
challenges and opportunities. Women's education, the discipline construction of
women's studies, and women's studies will improve further and play an irreplaceable
role in promoting human progress and social development. The advance of women's
education is still a long-term and arduous task. The task requires unremitting efforts
from all countries.
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ICTOPUYHUU PO3BUTOK XY/10:KHBOI TBOPUOCTI TA ii
B3AEMO3B’SI30K 3 IYXOBHUM KUTTAM CYCIILIBCTBA TA
OCOBUCTOCTI

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF ARTISTIC CREATIVITY AND ITS
RELATIONSHIP WITH SPIRITUAL LIFE OF SOCIETY AND PERSONALITY

AxmyaavHicmb memu 00CAi0HCEH-
HA. Teopua disbHicmy 3aexcou
CNpAMOBaHA  HA  CMBOPEHHS  HOBUX
mamepianrvHux ma OYyxoe8Hux yiHHocmetl.
I[innocmi, sxi cmeoprwowomuca 8 npouect
XydoixcHb0I meopuocmi marmmbs BiUHUl
xapaxmep. XyodoxcHs meopuicmb 81000-
paxcae c80600y .1100cvbk020 O0Yyxy 8 1020
icmuni, xpaci. I[e HenoemopHa, YyHIKanbHA
JlanbHIcmb, AKa O00NOBHIOE  HAOOAHMA
MUHY.N1020, NPUBHOCUMb HOBe Ma 3bazavye
3a2anvHy Kyavmypy arocmea. Y xyodoxcHiil
meopuocmi 8106y8aemuvCs. cCamMoBUPAHCEHHS
1 camopeaaidayis ocobucmocmi, po3-
Kpusaemuwcs ii dyxosHuil amicm.

XyodoxcHa ~ meopuicmb  po3WUPHOE
c8imoaaa0, meopu Mucmeymaea cnpusoms
NI3HAHHIO Ma  O0CBOEHHIO  OlllcHOCMI,
dopmysaHH0 ecmemuyHux yiHHocmetl, a
UiHHOCMI € HeOOXIOHUMU 0151 2APMOHIUHO20

——
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Urgency of the research. Creative
activity is always aimed at creating new
material and spiritual values. Values that
are created in the process of artistic creation
are eternal. Artistic creativity reflects the
freedom of the human spirit in its truth and
beauty. This is a unique, unique activity that
complements the heritage of the past, brings
new things and enriches the general culture
of mankind. In artistic creativity, self-
expression and self-realization of the
individual takes place, its spiritual meaning
is revealed.

Artistic  creativity  expands  the
worldview, works of art contribute to the
knowledge and development of reality, the
formation of aesthetic values, and values
are necessary for the harmonious
development of the personality.

'



