
53(3-4), 2025
ISSN: 2522-9699, 2616-5007

[- 78 -]

-

. 
,

-

-

Dawn).

DOI 10.33930/ed.2019.5007.53(3-4)-11
821.111(73)-



53(3-4), 2025 
ISSN: 2522-9699, 2616-5007

 

[- 79 -] 
 

 

 
 

 
 

THE CATEGORY OF BLINDNESS IN THE RECEPTIVE RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 

Uliana Zhornokui 
Natalya Kovalenko 

Lidiia Pokotylo 
Abstract. 

Relevance of the research. The article explores the category of blindness from historical, 
-known novel 

e relevance of this topic 
lies in the urgent need to reconsider the receptive experience of readers, which has historically been shaped 
by the dominance of Western ocularcentrism. This dominance has contributed to the dehumanization of 
blind figures in cultural discourse  an effect further exacerbated by the lack of in-depth analysis in both 
disability studies and the examination of blindness as a literary category in specific prose texts. 

Problem statement. The key research problem addressed in this article is the identification of 
dominant representational models used to depict blind characters in literature. These models typically 
reduce blindness to a compensatory mechanism, marginalize the blind subject, and metaphorize the 
experience of blindness rather than treat it as an embodied and autonomous reality. 

Analysis of recent research and publications. The article draws upon previous research that 
conceptualizes blindness as a cultural phenomenon, particularly within the frameworks of disability 
studies, narrative anthropology, and queer theory. This review of literature reveals a significant scholarly 
gap in the study of Dawn and underscores the need for novel critical approaches. Among the scholars who 
have contributed to the cultural analysis of blindness are J. Kleege, K. Lang, J. Vijayan, D. Mitchell, and 
S. Snyder  figures whose work is foundational in the field of disability studies. However, it is the writings 
of K. Jernigan that remain central to the conceptual reception of blindness in the humanities. 

Research task. Given the lacunar status of blindness within receptive research paradigms, the 
primary objective of this study is to develop new interpretative strategies for understanding blindness not 
merely as a metaphor, but as a distinct mode of otherness. The article proposes to examine this category 
through anthropological, sociocultural, emotional, and moral lenses. 

Main material presentation.  At the core of the study is the conceptual field of blindness as an 
interdisciplinary category that functions not only as an aesthetic image but also as a socio-cultural, ethical, 
and philosophical marker of its time. In this context, blindness is interpreted as a unique epistemological 
modality that challenges the dominant visuality of Western thought. Through narrative, historical-
comparative, psychological, and hermeneutic analysis, the study examines prevailing models for 
re  

as an existential turning point. This loss is not portrayed merely as a physical impairment, but as the 
beginning of a transformative process through which the character gains a new mode of perceiving the self, 

for self-reflection, inner growth, and the reconfiguration of personal and social vision. 
Key motifs in the novel include escapism (manifested as retreat into the self, isolation, or 

withdrawal from the public gaze), the overcoming of social marginalization, and the internal struggle for 
identity reconstruction. These thematic elements allow us 

 an individual cast into a space of 
misunderstanding, who ultimately overcomes alienation through the acceptance of a new identity. 

Conclusions. The study emphasizes the necessity of rethinking receptive approaches to blindness 
in literature. It calls for a revision of traditional representational canons and advocates for scholarly 
attention to works that have been historically excluded from acade
article demonstrates the potential of blindness to function as a conceptually rich category, capable of 
opening new semantic horizons within the humanities. 

Keywords: dehumanization, escapism, ocularcentrism, category of blindness, compensatory 
principle, interdisciplinary studies, motif, representation of the blind, receptive research experience, 
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blind person may accomplish is not due to his own ability but to some magic inherent in blindness 
itself. This assumption of compensatory powers removes the blind person at a stroke of the pen 
from the realm of the normal  the ordinary, everyday world of plain people  and places him in a 
limbo of abnormality. Whether supernormal or subnormal does not matter  he is without 
responsibility, without rights, and without society. We have been conned into this view of second-
class status long enough. The play is over. We want no more of magic powers and compensations. 
We want our rights as citizens and human beings   

But more often than not, 
being blind in literature means the complete loss of personal, sexual, and political power 7]. 
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Rosemarie Garland Thompson coined the term normate to describe an idealized position that 
has dominance and authority in society -
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disability which initially seemed marginal is actually pervasive and does significant cultural 

work [15].  
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-
s also been a source of fascination for writers, dramatists and 

myth-
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characterises disability studies allows for a variety of methodologies and approaches to be applied 
to the study of disability and this expands the field. Some of these include narratives of disability, 
analysis of representations of disability in literature, in arts, in law and media, challenging the 

[15]. 
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