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REMEMBERING EVERYTHING: LEARNING THE LESSONS OF HISTORY AS AN 

IMPERATIVE FOR AN EFFECTIVE SOCIETY 
leh Karlov 

Abstract. 
Relevance of the research. The crisis of the modern world order prompts us to seek ways to 

overcome its shortcomings. One of the most effective tools for achieving this goal is the mechanism of 
learning the instructive lessons of history.  

Problem statement. Historical memory is a complex systemic object, therefore it contains the 
possibilities of such history lessons that are ideologically antagonistic and conceptually incompatible.  

Analysis of recent research and publications. In the research environment of the West, 
significant achievements in the field of understanding the issues of historical culture, historical memory 
and proper assimilation of history lessons are marked by thorough monographic studies by J. Assmann, 
M. Halbwachs, D. Graeber, D. Wengrow, D. H. Fischer.  

In the domestic research space, the greatest contribution to the development of the issues of 
historical memory and the need for correct and timely assimilation of history lessons was made by 
researchers of the I. F. Kuras Institute of Political and Ethno-National Studies of the NAS of Ukraine - in 
particular, O.  Maiboroda, M. Mykhalchenko, L. Nagorna, O. Rafalsky, Z. Samchuk, 
Yu. Shapoval.  

Research task. To outline the essence and content-subject content of the phenomenon called 

full learning of history lessons. To summarize the importance of correct learning of history lessons for the 
needs of the functioning of society on the principles of efficiency. 

Main material presentation. Historical memory as a product of symbolic, mythological, 
axiological and other influences can lead to diametrically opposed effects  
as a tendentious concealment, pushing unpleasant, frustrating aspects of the past to the distant periphery 
of memory; on the other hand, to pseudoamnesia (amnesia in reverse), when memory, due to suggestive 

numerous traps of historical memory, a transparent public discourse on ambivalent aspects of the past is 
necessary, organized on the principles of deliberative democracy, systemic analysis and critical thinking.  

Conclusions. Correct, adequate to historical realities and comprehensive assimilation of the 
lessons of history becomes a kind of basis and procedural exercise on the way to achieving an effective 
functional status by every society. The level of categorisation can be raised even higher: assimilation of the 
lessons of history is an imperative requirement of an effective society - therefore, if society really aims to 
achieve an effective functional status, then it obviously cannot avoid the procedure of assimilation of the 
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lessons of history in all its depth and impartiality.  
Keywords: historical picture of the world, historical memory, learning the lessons of history, 

cause-and-effect relationships, determinants of social life, imperatives of an effective society.  
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