
53(3-4), 2025
ISSN: 2522-9699, 2616-5007

[- 43 -]

Discourses, Reflections). Instytut politychnykh i etnonatsionalnykh doslidzhen im. I. F. Kurasa NAN 
Ukrainy, Kyiv : IPiEND im. I. F. Kurasa, 328 s. 

5. Samchuk, ZF 2009. Svitohliadni osnovy sotsialno-filosofskoho doslidzhennia ideolohii: problema 
kryteriiv ta priorytetiv vyboru (Worldview foundations of socio-philosophical research of ideology: the 
problem of criteria and priorities of choice). Monohrafiia: u 2 t. D. : ART-PRES, t. 1, 920 s.

6. Banner, JMJr 2021. The Ever-Changing Past: Why All History Is Revisionist History. Yale University
Press, 304 . 

7. Fischer, DH 1999. The Great Wave: Price Revolutions and the Rhythm of History. Oxford University Press, 
552 . 

8. Graeber, D & Wengrow, D 2021. The Dawn of Everything: A New History of Humanity. Farrar, Straus
and Giroux, 704

/ Reviewed 25.04.2025
/ Recommended for publication 8.05.2025

. 

-

-

-

DOI 10.33930/ed.2019.5007.53(3-4)-6
141.3:316.4



53(3-4), 2025 
ISSN: 2522-9699, 2616-5007

[- 44 -] 

 

 
 

 

 

FROM GEOPOLITICS TO GEOANTHROPOLOGY: THE EARTH AS A SYMBOL OF 
SUFFERING IN THE CONTEXT OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE 

Valentyn Blazhko  
Abstract. 

Relevance of the research.  In the current context of global environmental crisis, the 
significance of environmental ethics is increasingly emphasized. It functions as a paradigm that regards 
nature as a subject endowed with moral status. This approach requires not only acknowledging the existing 
problems, but also cultivating human environmental conduct grounded in ethical principles. The 

Earth relations enables a shift 
from the geopolitical to the geoanthropological dimension. This is precisely the urgent task of contemporary 
philosophy: to restore the severed connection between nature and the human being. Human awareness of 
the consequences of their own actions and the capacity to empathize with the Earth as a living environment 
give rise to ecological self-awareness, which makes it possible to enact practices of care, empathy, and 
responsibility. 

Problem statement.  Suffering is one of the fundamental phenomena of human existence that 
remains constantly at the center of philosophical inquiry. Within the framework of the existentialist 
approach, the problem of suffering appears as a key category, since the main focus is placed on the human 
being as a subject who experiences the contradictions of their own existence. However, such an approach 
often leads to an artificial autonomy of the human, as a result of which nature and the Earth are pushed 
into the background of philosophical reflection, thereby reinforcing anthropocentric appeals. 

Analysis of recent research and publications. In recent years, there has been a noticeable 
increase of interest in the humanities and philosophical thought in rethinking the role of the Earth. This 
approach gives rise to a new philosophical orientation in which the Earth is considered a participant in 
human history and culture. Philosophers such as M. Eliade have emphasized the sacred dimension of the 
Earth in religious representations, while M. 

existence. One such approach is formulated in the Gaia hypothesis by J. Lovelock; within this same 
paradigm, T. -scale ecological 
phenomena, including the Earth itself. Within the framework of contemporary philosophical paradigms, 
the focus shifts to aspects such as the existential of suffering and care as a philosophical principle (Y. Andros, 
S. Krylova, N. Khamitov), which indicates a shift in emphasis towards the convergence of fundamental 
ontology and anthropological responsibility. 

Research task. The aim of this article is to offer a philosophical interpretation of the relationship 
 This approach makes it 

possible, first, to address the symbolic meaning of the Earth as an archetype of both personal and collective 
human identity, which conditions the consolidation of the nation; and second, to trace the interrelation 
between the image of the Earth in cultural imagination and the principles of ecological consciousness. 

Main material presentation. In contemporary philosophical thought, the Earth emerges as a 
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multidimensional ontological structure that shapes human identity and determines the modes of human 
existence. The Earth is considered not only as a physical environment, but as a subject of symbolic, spiritual, 
and ethical dimensions. Within this context, the existential of suffering enables the interpretation of the 
human Earth interaction as an act of co-experiencing. The shift in focus from geopolitics to 

ility 
rather than domination. The transition to an existential understanding of the Earth requires abandoning 
instrumental visions in favor of care and ethical responsibility. In this context, the formation of ecological 
consciousness appears as a necessary condition for the harmonious coexistence of the human being with 
the planet. 

Conclusions. Geopolitics, which throughout the twentieth century remained the dominant 
paradigm, is increasingly losing its relevance. Its emphasis on territorial and resource-based aspects of 
power reduced the Earth to a mere object of exploitation or an arena of geopolitical conflicts. At the same 
time, contemporary research increasingly turns to the anthropological dimension of the Earth, treating it 
as a subject affected by human activity. This approach calls for a radical rethinking of the conception of the 
Earth: from a passive object to an active subject to which existential categories such as the category of 
suffering may be applied. 
particular significance, as it reveals the mechanisms of human alienation from nature and the consequences 
of such alienation. The development of the concept of soliumpoietics offers an alternative vision grounded 
in the principles of reciprocity, care, and responsibility, which may serve as a basis for overcoming the 
ecological crisis. 

Keywords: suffering, Earth, geoanthropology, ecological consciousness, care, ethics, subjectivity 
of nature, ecology. 
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