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HUMAN VALUES IN THE SHADOW OF MACHINE WAR: ETHICAL AND 
EXISTENTIAL CHALLENGES 

Ruslan Filonenko  
Abstract.  

Relevance of the research. In the current context of rapid innovation development, warfare is 

the issue of preserving human values and adhering to ethical standards in a war where decisions about life 
and death are increasingly made not by people but by algorithms becomes especially relevant. Studying 
this issue allows for a critical evaluation of the sustainability of human values under the conditions of 
radical automation and enables the formation of a framework for controlling the use of autonomous 
combat systems. 

Problem statement. The active integration of autonomous combat systems and artificial 
intelligence into warfare is transforming the very nature of armed conflict. Traditional concepts of 
morality, dignity, responsibility, and the value of human life are being seriously challenged. Decisions that 
were previously the exclusive prerogative of human beings are increasingly delegated to technological 
systems governed by algorithmic logic rather than ethical reasoning. 

Analysis of recent research and publications.  The problem of preserving human values 
amidst the rapid deployment of autonomous military technologies has become the subject of thorough 
research by both domestic and foreign scholars. In particular, the works of K. M. Tkachenko, S. V. Bielai, 
P. Asaro, I. -Kotzur, O. V. Kostenko, and M. 
autonomous weapon systems and the consequences of delegating decisions related to the use of force to 
technical algorithms. Meanwhile, the studies of O. P. Kotlyarenko, L. I. Prypolova, M. Curtis, and 
R. G. Melikov emphasize the legal challenges of employing such systems within the framework of 
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international humanitarian law. 
Research task. The main aim of this study is to conduct a comprehensive analysis of the ethical 

and existential challenges to preserving human values in the era of machine warfare. The objectives 
include: first, to identify the prerequisites for developing a concept of wartime morality; second, to analyze 
the features of using autonomous systems and machine decision-making in military contexts; third, to 
define the ethical and existential issues brought by the automation of war; and fourth, to propose strategies 
for mitigating the ethical and existential threats to human values in machine warfare. Addressing these 
objectives necessitates an interdisciplinary approach involving philosophy, ethics, law, technology, and 
security studies. 

Main material presentation. In the present era of rapid advancement of autonomous 
weaponry, artificial intelligence, and unmanned systems, humanity is facing unprecedented moral and 

 

shift in warfare is accompanied by profound changes in the understanding of morality, dignity, and 
responsibility as key humanistic values. Central to this research is the question of whether it is permissible 
to delegate life-and-death decisions to technical systems incapable of moral judgment. Also highlighted are 
issues of emotional detachment, depersonalization of combat, and blurred accountability for acts of 
violence. These challenges necessitate a philosophical rethinking of the nature of moral choice in the deeply 
automated context of modern warfare. 

Conclusions. The conducted analysis shows that machine warfare presents a fundamentally new 
challenge not only to military strategy but also to the moral structure of human existence. The loss of control 
over autonomous algorithms poses risks not only of physical destruction but also of moral degradation, 
threatening the very foundations of dignity, responsibility, and humanity. Under such conditions, 
preserving human values requires the re-evaluation and adaptation of ethical principles to new 
technological realities. Overcoming the ethical and existential challenges related to the development of 
autonomous combat systems demands the creation of new philosophical approaches that integrate 
technological efficiency with humanistic values. Therefore, ensuring the preservation of human values in 
technologically transformed warfare requires an interdisciplinary strategy encompassing philosophical, 
legal, technical, and humanitarian dimensions. 

Keywords: human values, existential challenges, dehumanization, responsibility, machine 
warfare, ethics of war, autonomous technologies. 
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